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A 



BILL 



TO 



Amend the Public Records (Ireland) Act, 1867, Amendment a. d. 187 6. 
Act, 1875. 

HEREAS doubts hare arisen as to ■whether the Public Records Preamble. 



(Ireland) Act, 1S67, Amendment Act, 1875, applies to 
marriage register books kept in duplicate under 7 & 8 Yict, c. 81. 
by the officiating ministers of the Chmch of Ireland ; and it is 
5 desirable that said doubts should be removed, and the said books 
excluded from the operation of the said Public Records (Ireland) 
Act, 1867, Amendment Act, 1875 : 

And whereas books called or known as “vestry books,” con- 
taining entries relating to matters other than baptisms, burials, and 
10 marriages, have been kept in many parishes in Ireland, and it is 
desirable that same should not be removed from said parishes, and 
accordingly that same should not be deemed “ records ” witliin the 
meaning of the said last-mentioned Act : 

And whereas many parishes contain fit and secure buildings for 
15 the safe custody of them records, and other parishes may hereafter 
construct or obtain such fit and secure buildings, and it is desirable 
to give the Master of the Rolls in Ireland special powers to deal 
with such cases : 

An d whereas, wherever the Master of the Rolls has made orders 
20 for the removal of books which had been in use before the thirty- 
first day of December one thousand eight hundred and seventy, 
and which contain entries of marriages, baptisms, burials, or other 
matters made since that date, it is just and reasonable that new 
books should be furnished in lieu of those removed, containing 
25 attested copies of all entries which had been so made since the 
thirty -first day of December one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy : 

And whereas it is just and proper that “ parochial officers ” who 
have lost or may lose fees by the removal from then- possession or 
30 custody of “ records ” under the said Public Records (Ireland) Act, 
1867, Amendment Act, 1875, should be treated similarly to record 




[Bill 141.] 



A 



I s , 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



2 Public Secords ( Ireland ) Amendment, [39 VlCT.] 

A.D. 1876. keepers under tlie Public Secords (Ireland) Act, 1867, and be ^ 

compensated for such loss : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 5 
by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Short title. 1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the Public Secords 
(Ireland) Act, 1867, Amendment Act, 1876. 

Jiite.it of 2. This Act shall extend to Ireland only. 

To be read 3- The Public Records (Ireland) Act, 1867, the Public Secords 10 
With Other (Maud) Act, 1867, Amendment Act, 1876, and this Act, shall be 
Acts ' read and construed together as one Act. 

“Record” in 4. The term " record ” in the Public Secords (Ireland) Act, 1867, 

38 & 39 Viet. Amendment Act, 1876, shall not mean or be held to apply to any 
not include marriage register books kept pursuant to the provisions of “ the 15 
marriage or Act for Marriages in Ireland” (7 & 8 Yiet. e. 81.), nor to any 
Ind »ch° b ’ vestry books which contain entries exclusively relating to matters 
books, if 16 - other than baptisms, burials, and marriages ;■ and in any cases where 
'stall be'’ such books have been removed by order of the Master of the Rolls 
restored. they shall be restored to the “parochial officers ” in whose custody 20 
they had been previously to such order, or in the event of the 
death, resignation, or removal of such “ parochial officers since 
the date of said order, then to the person or persons who may for 
the time being be discharging duties similar or analogous to the 
duties which such “ parochial officers " discharged at the date of 26 
the removal of said books. 

Muster of 5. The Master of the Bolls may, if satisfied by sufficient 
Rolls may evidence that “records” arc kept in fit and safe buildings, and 
StaTciS that due provision is made for their safe custody, order and 
of parish permit tlie same to remain in the care of any rector, vicar, curate, 30 
sl.fei i uUdiugs parish clerk, or other parish officer of the Church of Ireland iu 
for records, -whose custody the said “ records ” may he at the date of said order ; 

and may, in the case of parishes where records have been removed 
by the Master of the Eolls before this Act, if satisfied that fit and 
safe accommodation has been provided for said records, and due 35 
provision made for their future custody, order said records to he 
restored to the “ parochial officer ” in whose custody they had been 
until removed, or in the event of the death, resignation, or change 
of said “ parochial officer ” since the removal of said records, then 
to the person or persons who may at the date of said order he 40 
discharging duties similar or analogous to the duties which such 
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“ parochial officer ” discharged at tlie date of the removal of the A.D. 1876. 
said records : Provided always, that the Master of the Rolls may 
at any time, if satisfied that any records permitted to he retained 
or ordered to he restored under this section are kept in unfit and 
5 unsafe buildings, or that due provision is not made for their safe 
custody, as soon as conveniently may he, issue warrants directed 
to the several persons having the care of any such record or records, 
ordering such persons to allow the same to he removed from its or 
their place of custody, and deposited in the Record Office ; and such 
10 records shall in all particulars he regarded as within all the pro- 
visions of the Public Records (Ireland) Act, 1867, Amendment 
Act, 1875, and the orders made in relation thereto shall have the 
same effect, And he attended with the same consequences, as if made 
under said Act. 

15 6. In case, since the thirty -first day of December one thousand Muster of 

eight hundred and seventy, entries of marriages, baptisms, burials, 
or other matters shall have been contained in the same hook which books of 
had been in use for the purpose before the said date, it shall be 
lawful for the Master of the Rolls, if he thinks proper or has and burials 
20 thought proper to direct the removal of such book, to order that a ^,1^" 
similar book, with attested copies therein of such entries made since in certain 
said thirty-first day of December one thousand eight hundred and cases- 
seventy, be given free of charge to the “ parochial officer ” from 
whom such original book had been removed, or in the event of the 
25 death, resignation, or change of such parochial officer since the 
date of such removal, then to such person or persons as should then 
be discharging duties similar or analogous to the duties which such 
“parochial officer” discharged at the date of said removal; and 
the cost of any such books shall be taken to be an expense incurred 
30 for the purposes of this Act, and the copies of said entries so made 
in said book or books shall be examined and certified by the deputy 
keeper of the records or by the assistant deputy keeper of the 
records, or by such officer of the Record Office as the Master of the 
Rolls shall in writing appoint for that purpose, and shall on each 
35 page be sealed or stamped with the seal of the Record Office ; and 
such copy entries when so made shall have the same legal force 
and effect as the original entries, without any proof of the seal or 
stamp, or of the signature, or of the official character of the person 
appearing to have signed the same. 

40 7. All “parochial officers” who, at the date when records were 9 01 "* ,0I J sa ' 

removed by the Master of the Rolls from their custody, were given tcT 

deriving emolument from fees for searching or copving records, bv l’ aroclliil1 
r- uo j officers in 
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A D . 1876 . virtue of their position or office, whose fees or emoluments were 
affected hv such removal, may deliver to the Irish Church tempo- 
ralities Commissioners a statement in writing of any losses they 
may thereby have sustained, and the said Irish Church Tempo- 
ratifies Commissioners shall have power thereupon to examine the 5 
parties, and such other persons as they may think fit, and may, out 
of any funds then in their hands, award such compensation to such 
“ parochial officers” as they may think fit; provided that the 
said Commissioners shall not entertain any claim for compensation 
under this section, unless same is made within twelve months 1® 
after the passing of this Act, and unless the fees, for the loss of 
which compensation is sought, had amounted on an average of the 
three years next preceding the removal of the said records to 
the sum of at least two pounds per annum. 
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